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Buddhist does not look forward to the joys
of a local heaven where he shall meet his
friends in person. The meeting, in his
opinion, takes place even now, and he
accounts for the strong likes and dislikes
which total strangers are often seen to take
to one another by personal association in
previous bodies. The ideal of Buddhists is
the Impersonal, and their hope rests on the
belief that self-sacrifice and sympathy with
the rational as well as the dumb creation
cannot die, that every loving thought and
act of kindness will live on as an ennobling
and cleansing impulse in the generations to
come.

" We can make our love sublime,
And departing leave behind us
Footprints in the sands of time.

"Footprints that perhaps another
Sailing o'er life's solemn main,
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother
Seeing shall take heart again."

On his way to Benares, the Buddha met
the five yogis or ascetics with whom he had
lived so long.

"When they saw him from a distance, one
said to another : ' Friend, here comes Gotama.
He has turned aside again from the sparing